
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES                        JANUARY 28, 2021 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                        PAGE 
                                                 

 

 The Washington City Council met in a special session on Thursday, January 28, 2021 at 1:00pm 

as a virtual meeting. Present: Donald Sadler, Mayor; Richard Brooks, Mayor Pro tem; Mike Renn, 

Councilmember; Virginia Finnerty, Councilmember; Betsy Kane, Councilmember and William Pitt, 

Councilmember. Also present:  Jonathan Russell, City Manager, Franz Holscher, City Attorney and 

Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk.     

 

*The meeting was held as a virtual meeting all Council members and staff accessed the meeting 

remotely.  

 

Mayor Sadler called the meeting to order.  

 

DISCUSSION: MOSS EAST DEVELOPMENT 

 

 City Manager, Jonathan Russell provided a brief history of the Moss East Development and 

explained we are still in the review process of the site plan.  One of the points of concerns is how public 

access and our existing pedestrian system will work with this subdivision.  We have reviewed a number 

of plans that address the overall plans for the City.  General consensus is that we would like to improve 

the pedestrian network citywide. Mr. Russell discussed two potential options: extend the boardwalk 

eastward over the river, in the direction of Havens Garden or connect the boardwalk to a sidewalk or 

road network heading eastward from within the new neighborhood.  The two main options we have 

discussed have financial implications from a feasibility standpoint.    

 The City Attorney reviewed the granting of a variance is at Council’s discretion.   Council, at a 

minimum could require a walkway throughout the entire development that is not gated/locked that the 

public would have access to.  He also felt the Council could require a dock that is accessible by the 

public.   He continued by saying, Council could condition their approval upon granting such an access.  

 Mayor Sadler inquired if Mr. Wiley would be willing to donate the waterside easement to the 

City.  Mr. Russell said the developer is open to discussing potentially selling an access easement to the 

city to construct a boardwalk, which could cost the city between $500,000 and $2 million for the 

purchase alone.  Councilmember Kane discussed possible grants for public access and land acquisitions. 

 The City Attorney discussed the process for obtaining an easement as well as the process for 

establishing the purchase price of said easement.  
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 Mr. Russell explained discussions were held with the developer about several potential ways of 

promoting public access, such as giving the city ownership of the Water Street extension, which is 

expected to be a central part of the new development.  This would ensure that it would remain a public 

street in perpetuity.  There has also been some discussion about offering a public space for a viewing 

platform on the eastern edge, eastern boundary of the property. 

 Councilmember Finnerty read a statement expressing her support for the installation of the 

boardwalk noting it would be a project for all of Washington.  It would be a unique feature that would 

attract more homebuyers and tourists, bringing revenue to the city, allowing it to pay for itself in a 

matter of a few years.  This was a long-term goal she had discussed with former Mayor Mac Hodges.  

Councilmember Kane also spoke about the installation of a public park or green space near the 

development as it relates to the subdivision ordinance. She is completely opposed to the idea of a private 

waterfront park in the heart of our downtown neighborhoods.   

 Jim Wiley, Beacon Street Development President said Moss East was planned with the city’s 

long-term goal of adding eastward travel routes in mind. He noted that the property was always fenced 

off and inaccessible to the public when occupied by Builders FirstSource.  He is trying to embrace 

connectivity to Havens Garden.   The proposed boardwalk is well intentioned, but to have it made public 

would be a significant impact to homes. We have been moving forward and do not have luxury of 

putting this on hold.  If the city wants the boardwalk, then Council needs to authorize the manager to 

negotiate a contract within 30-60days to move forward with contract negotiations.    

 Councilmember Brooks asked for and received clarification on storm water runoff from the 

development.  Mr. Wiley said this plan actually reduces the current impervious surface by 15-20%.  We 

will have grassy areas and other areas to help clean the runoff.  

 Councilmember Renn said it is hard to argue with Councilmember Finnerty’s comments, but 

most of the information that has been put forward are people’s opinions and not actual data.  He has 

talked to numerous people and they are about 50/50 on the installation of the boardwalk.  He said when 

he discussed the financial aspect with them; they say this money could be used to improve other parts of 

the city.  When we say we want to do something for everyone in Washington it appears we only do 

things downtown – we need to also concentrate on other parts of the city.  Our gateways do not look 

very good.  

 Councilmember Pitt said we cannot hastily rush into or walk away from this project.   

 

ADJOURN  
By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Kane, Council adjourned the 

meeting at 2:15pm until Monday, February 8, 2021 at 5:30pm.  

 

       

          ________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    
 


